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and the press. The Greeks used education for developing
civic virtues, the Romans for inculcating the qualities of
loyalty and obedience. Soviet Russia trains the youth for
a classless society and Nazi Germany for the ideals of
German hegemony and Nordic supremacy. By a process
of miseducation we seduce young men and women from
their true nature and train them to take pleasure in sadistic
activities. Race prejudice, dislike of the foreigner, contempt
for the gentle, exaltation of the bully are all the results
of wrong education.

THE NATURE OF MAN

If we do not deform and denature human beings, they
will be virtuous. 'You, Sir. first liberate your instincts (te)
and follow Tao. That is all. Why then these vain struggles
after human-heartedness (jen) and righteousness (i), as though
beating a drum in search of a lost child ! Alas, Sir, you have
thrown men's original natures into confusion P says Lao Tzu.
Man is by nature inclined to be upright and if we do not
interfere with this natural tendency all will be well. Mencius
says: "The tendency of man's nature to goodness is like the
tendency of wrater to flow downwards. By striking water, you
may make it leap over your forehead; by damming and leading
it you may make it go uphill. But such movements are not
according to the nature of water; it is the force applied which
causes them. When men do what is not good, their nature
has been dealt with in this way.* Virtue is not adventitious
to man, but wickedness is. Confucius tells us: 4In their
original natures men closely resemble each other. In their
acquired practices, they grow wide apart.'1 Mencius says:
'If men become evil, that is not the fault of their original
endowment. The sense of mercy is found in all men; the
sense of shame is found in all men; the sense of respect is
found in all men; the sense of right and wrong is found in
all men. The sense of mercy is what we call benevolence or
charity. The sense of shame is what we call righteousness.
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